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Accounting for partnership firms fundamentals very short is essential knowledge for
entrepreneurs, accountants, and students aiming to understand how partnership businesses
maintain their financial records, share profits, and handle various accounting transactions. This
article provides a comprehensive yet concise overview of the fundamental concepts involved in
accounting for partnership firms, emphasizing key principles, methods, and practices to ensure
accurate financial management and compliance.

Introduction to Partnership Firms

Partnership firms are business entities formed by two or more individuals who agree to share profits,
losses, and responsibilities. Unlike sole proprietorships, partnerships involve mutual agency, shared
decision-making, and joint accountability. Proper accounting in partnership firms is crucial for
transparency, fairness, and legal compliance.

Basic Principles of Partnership Accounting

Understanding fundamental principles is vital for accurate accounting in partnership firms.

1. Partnership Agreement

A written or oral agreement outlining:

- Profit-sharing ratios
- Capital contributions
- Partner responsibilities
- Admission, retirement, or death procedures

2. Capital Accounts

Each partner has a capital account reflecting:

- Initial capital contributions
- Additional contributions
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- Share of profits or losses
- Withdrawals

3. Profit and Loss Sharing

Profits or losses are distributed based on the agreed ratio, which may differ from capital
contributions.

Accounting Process in Partnership Firms

The primary steps involved in maintaining partnership accounts include recording transactions,
preparing financial statements, and settling accounts among partners.

1. Recording Capital Transactions

Captures initial contributions and subsequent investments or withdrawals.

2. Maintaining Partner?s Capital Accounts

Tracks individual partner?s share of capital, profits, losses, and withdrawals.

3. Recording Profit and Loss Appropriation

Involves:

- Calculating net profit or loss
- Appropriating profits among partners
- Transferring amounts to capital accounts

Methods of Profit Sharing

Partnerships adopt various methods to distribute profits, primarily:

1. Fixed Ratio

Profits are divided equally or in predetermined ratios regardless of capital contributions.

2. Capital Ratio

Profits are shared in proportion to the partners? capital contributions.
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3. Drawings and Salary

Partners may receive fixed salaries or allowances, with remaining profit shared as per agreement.

Adjustments and Final Accounts

Partnership accounting involves making necessary adjustments for various factors:

1. Goodwill

An intangible asset representing the value of reputation or customer base:

- Valuation methods include average profit, capitalization, or super profit methods.
- Goodwill adjustment affects the capital accounts or profit sharing ratios.

2. Reserve Funds

Profits may be allocated to reserve funds for future contingencies.

3. Final Accounts Preparation

Includes:

- Statement of Profit and Loss
- Balance Sheet
- Partner?s Capital Accounts

Settlement of Accounts

At the end of accounting periods or upon retirement/death, partner accounts are settled through:

- Calculating each partner?s capital balance
- Adjusting for goodwill, reserves, and accumulated profits/losses
- Transferring balances or settling amounts

Important Concepts in Partnership Accounting

A few key concepts that underpin partnership accounting include:
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1. Sacrificing or Gaining Ratio

When a new partner is admitted or a partner retires, existing partners may sacrifice or gain their
shares to maintain profit-sharing ratios.

2. Revaluation of Assets

Assets are revalued at the time of admission or retirement to reflect fair values, affecting capital
accounts.

3. Admission and Retirement of Partners

Procedures involve:

- Adjusting capital accounts
- Revaluing assets and liabilities
- Calculating goodwill adjustments

Importance of Accurate Partnership Accounting

Proper accounting ensures:

- Fair profit/loss sharing among partners
- Transparency in financial dealings
- Legal compliance and dispute avoidance
- Accurate financial statements for decision-making

Conclusion

In summary, accounting for partnership firms involves understanding fundamental principles such as
partnership agreements, capital accounts, profit sharing, and adjustments. Accurate record-keeping,
timely adjustments, and transparent financial statements are vital for the smooth functioning and
longevity of a partnership. Whether dealing with profit-sharing ratios, goodwill, or partner?s
retirement, a solid grasp of these fundamentals ensures effective management and legal
compliance, fostering trust among partners and stakeholders.

By mastering these basics, entrepreneurs and accountants can ensure that partnership firms
operate efficiently, profitably, and fairly, laying a strong foundation for sustainable growth.
 

Published by: www.bluntwraps.nl Page 4 of 20



accounting for partnership firms fundamentals very short Print... Vol. 2024, Issue 4

Accounting for partnership firms fundamentals forms the backbone of sound financial
management and operational transparency within such business structures. Partnership firms,
characterized by a voluntary association of two or more individuals sharing profits and losses,
necessitate meticulous accounting practices to ensure that each partner?s interests are accurately
reflected and that the firm?s financial health is transparent to all stakeholders. This article delves
into the core principles, essential components, and critical considerations involved in the accounting
practices for partnership firms, providing a comprehensive yet succinct overview suitable for
students, entrepreneurs, and financial professionals alike.

Understanding Partnership Firms: The Foundation

Definition and Nature of Partnership Firms

A partnership firm is an unincorporated business entity where two or more individuals agree to
operate a business collectively, sharing profits, losses, and managerial responsibilities. Unlike
companies, partnerships do not have a separate legal identity from their owners, which influences
their accounting treatment. The fundamental agreement among partners is usually documented
through a Partnership Deed, outlining profit-sharing ratios, capital contributions, and other
operational terms.

Legal Framework and Significance

Partnerships are governed by respective partnership laws, which vary by jurisdiction but generally
emphasize mutual trust, fiduciary duties, and fair accounting practices. Accurate accounting in
partnerships ensures compliance, helps resolve disputes, and provides vital insights for
decision-making.

Core Principles of Partnership Accounting

Partnership Accounting Principles

The accounting for partnership firms is rooted in fundamental principles such as:

- Consistency: Applying uniform accounting methods over periods.
- Accuracy: Ensuring precise recording of financial transactions.
- Transparency: Providing clear financial statements for partners and stakeholders.
- Conservatism: Recognizing expenses and liabilities promptly, while delaying income recognition

until assured.

Nature of Partnership Accounts
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Partnership accounting involves maintaining specific accounts that reflect the financial position and
operational results:

- Capital Accounts of Partners: Show individual partner?s capital contributions, drawings, and
share of profits/losses.

- Profit and Loss Appropriation Account: Allocates net profits or losses among partners based on
agreed ratios.

- Revaluation Account: Adjusts asset values when new partners are admitted or existing partners
leave.

- Goodwill Account: Represents the value of the firm?s reputation, often recorded upon admission
or exit of partners.

Essential Components of Partnership Accounting

Capital Accounts and Contributions

Each partner?s capital account records their initial contribution and subsequent transactions,
including additional investments or withdrawals. Accurate recording ensures clarity in profit sharing
and valuation during firm dissolution or partner changes.

Profit and Loss Sharing

The core of partnership accounting involves distributing net income or loss among partners. This is
typically based on the profit-sharing ratio outlined in the Partnership Deed. Adjustments may be
needed for interest on capital, salaries, or other agreed benefits.

Admission, Retirement, and Death of Partners

Transitions in partnership require specific accounting entries:

- Admission: Recording new partner?s capital contribution and revaluing assets.
- Retirement/Death: Settling accounts, distributing share of profits, and adjusting for goodwill or

revaluation surplus.

Revaluation of Assets

When partners join or leave, assets and liabilities are revalued to reflect their current worth. Surplus
or deficit from revaluation is transferred to the Capital Accounts of existing partners, affecting their
profit-sharing.
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Goodwill Accounting

Goodwill represents intangible value. It is often recorded when a partner joins or leaves, either as an
asset (if purchased) or adjusted through the Capital Accounts, depending on the partnership
agreement.

Special Accounting Treatments in Partnership

Interest on Capital and Drawings

Partners may be entitled to interest on their capital contributions or drawings, which impacts profit
sharing:

- Interest on Capital: Usually at an agreed rate, credited to partners? accounts.
- Interest on Drawings: Debited to partners? accounts to reflect withdrawals made during the

period.

Partner?s Salary or Bonus

Some partnership agreements specify fixed salaries or bonuses for partners, which are treated as
expenses and deducted before profit distribution.

Adjustment of Profit Sharing Ratios

Changes in partnership composition may require recalculating profit-sharing ratios, often involving
goodwill adjustments or revaluation surplus to maintain fairness.

Accounting for Changes in Partnership

Admission of a New Partner

Entering a new partner involves:

- Valuing existing assets and liabilities.
- Calculating goodwill, if applicable.
- Adjusting existing partners? capital accounts.
- Recording the new partner?s capital contribution.

Retirement or Expulsion of a Partner
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This process includes:

- Settling the retiring partner?s account.
- Distributing accumulated profits or losses.
- Adjusting for goodwill or revaluation surplus.

Partnership Dissolution

Dissolving the partnership requires:

- Realizing assets.
- Paying off liabilities.
- Distributing remaining assets among partners based on capital balances and profit-sharing

ratios.

Financial Statements in Partnership Firms

Partner?s Capital Statement

Details each partner?s opening balance, additions, withdrawals, and closing balance, providing
clarity on individual interests.

Profit and Loss Appropriation Account

Shows how net profit is distributed among partners, including adjustments for interest, salaries, or
bonuses.

Balance Sheet

Reflects the firm?s financial position, including assets, liabilities, and partners? capital accounts.

Analytical Insights and Practical Considerations

Importance of Accurate Record-Keeping

Precise accounting prevents disputes, ensures compliance, and provides reliable data for
decision-making. Regular audits and reconciliations are essential.

Impact of Partnership Agreements
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The terms outlined in the Partnership Deed significantly influence accounting practices, especially
regarding profit sharing, admission, or retirement procedures.

Emerging Trends and Technology

Modern accounting software and automation have streamlined partnership accounting, reducing
errors and enhancing real-time reporting capabilities.

Challenges and Common Errors

- Misallocation of profits or losses.
- Ignoring revaluation adjustments.
- Improper handling of goodwill.
- Neglecting changes in profit-sharing ratios.

Conclusion

Accounting for partnership firms, though seemingly straightforward, is a nuanced discipline that
requires adherence to fundamental principles and careful handling of complex transactions. The
core objective remains to provide an accurate, transparent picture of the firm?s financial health,
ensure fair profit sharing, and facilitate smooth transitions during changes in partnership
composition. As the landscape of partnerships evolves with technological advancements and legal
reforms, continuous learning and diligent application of accounting fundamentals are vital for
sustaining trust and operational efficiency within partnership firms.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main purpose of partnership accounting? To record and manage
the financial transactions and position of the partnership accurately. How are profits shared in a
partnership? Profits are divided based on the partnership agreement, usually in agreed ratios. What
is a capital account in partnership accounting? It records each partner's capital contribution and their
share of profits or losses. How are admission of new partners handled in accounting? New partners'
capital contributions are recorded, and existing profit sharing ratios may be adjusted. What is the
significance of a partnership deed? It outlines the terms, profit sharing, and responsibilities of
partners, guiding accounting practices. 

 
Related keywords: partnership accounting, partnership basics, profit sharing, capital accounts,
admission of partners, dissolution, journal entries, balance sheet, partnership agreement, goodwill

Partnership act multiple choice questions answers
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Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions Answers are essential for students, legal
practitioners, and individuals preparing for exams related to partnership law. These MCQs help in
understanding the key provisions of the Partnership Act, testing knowledge on the formation,
operation, and dissolution of partnerships. In this article, we will explore common partnership act
multiple choice questions along with their answers, providing a comprehensive guide to enhance
your understanding of partnership law and improve your exam performance.

Understanding the Basics of Partnership Act Multiple Choice
Questions

What Are Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions?

Partnership act multiple choice questions are quiz-style queries designed to assess knowledge of
the legal framework governing partnerships. They typically include one correct answer among
several options, covering topics such as partnership formation, rights and duties of partners,
liabilities, and dissolution procedures.

Why Are They Important?

These MCQs are vital for:

- Exam preparation
- Legal education
- Practical understanding of partnership law
- Self-assessment of knowledge

Common Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions and Answers

1. What is the minimum number of partners required to form a partnership
under the Partnership Act?

- a) One
- b) Two
- c) Three
- d) Four

Answer: b) Two

According to the Partnership Act, a partnership is formed by two or more persons agreeing to share
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profits of a business carried on by all or any of them acting for all.

2. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a partnership?

- a) Mutual agency
- b) Unlimited liability
- c) Separate legal entity
- d) Sharing of profits

Answer: c) Separate legal entity

Unlike a corporation, a partnership is not a separate legal entity; partners are personally liable for
the debts of the firm.

3. Which of the following is a mode of dissolution of partnership?

- a) Death of a partner
- b) Expiration of term
- c) Mutual agreement
- d) All of the above

Answer: d) All of the above

Partnership can be dissolved in various ways, including death, expiry of the term, or mutual
agreement among partners.

4. According to the Partnership Act, what is the maximum number of partners
allowed in a partnership for it to be considered a firm?

- a) 10
- b) 20
- c) 50
- d) No limit

Answer: d) No limit

There is no statutory maximum number of partners in a partnership, although certain types of
partnerships (like banking) may have specific limits.
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5. Which of the following statements is true regarding the liability of partners?

- a) Partners are jointly liable for the debts of the firm
- b) Partners are individually liable for the debts of the firm
- c) Partners are only liable for debts up to their capital contribution
- d) Partners have no liability

Answer: a) Partners are jointly liable for the debts of the firm

In a partnership, partners are jointly and severally liable for the debts and obligations of the firm.

Advanced Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions

6. Which section of the Partnership Act deals with the rights and duties of
partners?

- a) Section 9
- b) Section 10
- c) Section 11
- d) Section 12

Answer: c) Section 11

Section 11 of the Partnership Act outlines the rights of partners, including the right to participate in
the management, inspect books, and share profits.

7. What is meant by 'partnership at will'?

- a) Partnership with a fixed duration
- b) Partnership without a fixed duration, continuing until dissolved
- c) Partnership based on a specific project
- d) Partnership with a limited number of partners

Answer: b) Partnership without a fixed duration, continuing until dissolved

Partnership at will exists when there is no agreement as to the duration and it can be dissolved by
any partner at any time.
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8. Which of the following is NOT a ground for dissolution of partnership under
the Act?

- a) Retirement of a partner
- b) Death of a partner
- c) Insolvency of a partner
- d) Increase in profits

Answer: d) Increase in profits

Partnership dissolution occurs due to events like retirement, death, insolvency, or mutual
agreement, not because of profit changes.

9. Can a minor be admitted as a partner under the Partnership Act?

- a) Yes, with the consent of all partners
- b) No, minors cannot be partners
- c) Yes, but only as an agent
- d) No, unless they attain majority

Answer: a) Yes, with the consent of all partners

Minors can be admitted to a partnership with the consent of all existing partners but do not have the
right to participate in management until they attain majority.

Tips for Preparing Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions

Understand Key Provisions

Make sure you are familiar with the essential sections of the Partnership Act, such as formation,
rights and duties of partners, liabilities, and dissolution.

Practice Regularly

Regularly solving MCQs helps in retaining concepts and understanding the exam pattern.

Focus on Definitions and Examples

Memorize definitions of terms like partnership at will, partnership at will, and partnership at will, and
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understand their applications through examples.

Review Past Papers

Go through previous exam questions to identify frequently asked topics and improve your answering
technique.

Conclusion

Mastering partnership act multiple choice questions answers is crucial for anyone studying or
practicing partnership law. By understanding the key concepts, practicing MCQs, and reviewing
important provisions, you can enhance your comprehension and perform well in examinations.
Remember, the more you familiarize yourself with common questions and their answers, the more
confident you'll become in applying the law effectively.

If you want to excel in partnership law exams, keep practicing, stay updated with amendments, and
deepen your understanding of the legal principles governing partnerships.
 
Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions Answers serve as an essential resource for students,
legal practitioners, and anyone interested in understanding the nuances of partnership law. These
MCQs are designed to test knowledge, reinforce concepts, and prepare individuals for exams or
practical application of the Partnership Act. In this comprehensive review, we will explore the
significance of these questions, analyze common topics covered, and provide insights into how to
effectively utilize them for learning and assessment purposes.

Understanding the Role of Multiple Choice Questions in Partnership
Law

Multiple choice questions (MCQs) are a popular assessment tool in legal education because they
enable quick testing of knowledge and comprehension across a broad spectrum of topics. When it
comes to the Partnership Act, MCQs help clarify complex legal provisions, such as the formation,
rights, duties, and dissolution of partnership firms.

Features of Partnership Act MCQs:

- Concise and Focused: They target specific provisions or legal principles.
- Objective Evaluation: They eliminate subjectivity, providing clear right or wrong answers.
- Self-Assessment Tool: They allow learners to identify strengths and weaknesses.
- Exam Preparation: They simulate the format of law examinations, aiding in effective study

habits.
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Pros of Using MCQs in Partnership Law:

- Efficient review of large content volume.
- Reinforcement of key legal concepts.
- Enhances memory retention through active recall.
- Facilitates quick assessment and feedback.

Cons of MCQs in Partnership Law:

- May oversimplify complex legal issues.
- Risks encouraging rote memorization rather than understanding.
- Limited scope for testing analytical or essay-type skills.
- Potential for ambiguity if questions are poorly drafted.

Common Topics Covered in Partnership Act MCQs

Partnership law under the Indian Partnership Act, 1932 (or similar statutes in other jurisdictions),
encompasses various provisions that are frequently tested through MCQs.

Formation of Partnership

Questions often test knowledge about the essential elements for a valid partnership, such as
agreement, sharing of profits, and intention to create a partnership.

Key Points:

- Agreement: Must be oral or written.
- Sharing Profits: A primary indicator of partnership.
- Business: Must be carried on with a view to profit.
- Legal Capacity: Parties must be competent to contract.

Sample MCQ:

Q: Which of the following is NOT a necessary element for the formation of a partnership?

a) Agreement between partners

b) Sharing of profits
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c) Registration of the partnership

d) Carrying on a business with a view to profit

Answer: c) Registration of the partnership

Rights and Duties of Partners

MCQs often focus on the statutory rights of partners like access to books, share of profits, and
management rights, as well as duties such as fidelity and obedience.

Features:

- Right to participate in management (unless otherwise agreed)
- Right to inspect books
- Duty of good faith and loyalty
- Liability for debts

Sample MCQ:

Q: Which of the following is a right of a partner under the Partnership Act?

a) Right to assign partnership property without consent

b) Right to participate in management

c) Right to dissolve the partnership unilaterally

d) Right to demand exclusive use of partnership assets

Answer: b) Right to participate in management

Liability of Partners

Understanding the scope of liability, especially in cases of wrongful acts or insolvency, is critical.
MCQs may test knowledge about joint liability, limited liability in certain types of partnerships, and
the extent of personal liability.

Features:
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- Joint and Several Liability: Partners are liable for partnership debts.
- Liability for Torts: Partners can be held liable for wrongful acts committed in the course of

business.
- Liability of Incoming/Outgoing Partners: Conditions under which liability extends or is limited.

Sample MCQ:

Q: Under the Partnership Act, partners are liable for debts:

a) Only to the extent of their capital contribution

b) Jointly and severally

c) Only during the period they are partners

d) Only after formal dissolution of the firm

Answer: b) Jointly and severally

Dissolution of Partnership

Questions on dissolution process, rights of partners upon dissolution, and the legal procedures
involved are common MCQ topics.

Features:

- Dissolution by Agreement: Partnership ends based on mutual consent.
- Dissolution by Court: Due to insolvency, mutual mistake, or misconduct.
- Winding Up: Process of settling accounts and distributing assets.
- Effect of Dissolution: Termination of the partnership and liabilities.

Sample MCQ:

Q: Which of the following is NOT a ground for dissolution of a partnership?

a) Mutual agreement of partners

b) Completion of the business

c) Death of a partner without any agreement
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d) Expulsion of a partner due to misconduct

Answer: c) Death of a partner without any agreement

Strategies for Using Partnership Act MCQs Effectively

To maximize the benefits of partnership law MCQs, learners should adopt strategic approaches:

- Review the Syllabus Thoroughly: Know which topics are frequently tested.
- Practice Regularly: Repeated attempts improve recall and understanding.
- Analyze Wrong Answers: Understand why certain options are incorrect.
- Use Explanations: Whenever available, read explanations to grasp nuances.
- Simulate Exam Conditions: Practice MCQs under timed conditions to improve performance.

Sample Multiple Choice Questions and Answers for Practice

- Q: Which of the following is essential for a partnership to be legally recognized?

a) Registration under the Partnership Act

b) An agreement, oral or written

c) Publication in newspapers

d) Formal deed executed and registered

Answer: b) An agreement, oral or written

- Q: The liability of partners for partnership debts is:

a) Limited to their capital contribution

b) Joint and several

c) Only after partnership dissolution

d) Limited to the partnership assets only
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Answer: b) Joint and several

- Q: Which of the following acts can lead to the dissolution of a partnership by operation of law?

a) Mutual agreement

b) Expulsion of a partner

c) Death of a partner

d) Dissolution by court order

Answer: c) Death of a partner

- Q: Under the Partnership Act, a partner's right to inspect the books of accounts is:

a) Absolute and without any restrictions

b) Subject to the partner?s interest in the partnership

c) Only after dissolution

d) Not recognized under the Act

Answer: b) Subject to the partner?s interest in the partnership

Conclusion

Partnership Act Multiple Choice Questions Answers are invaluable tools for mastering partnership
law. They encapsulate key provisions, test understanding, and prepare learners for academic or
practical challenges. While they offer numerous advantages, including quick assessment and
reinforcement, they also have limitations, notably the potential for superficial learning if not
supplemented with detailed study. To optimize their utility, learners should combine MCQ practice
with comprehensive reading of the Partnership Act, case laws, and practical applications. Ultimately,
a balanced approach that leverages MCQs for revision and conceptual clarity will best equip
students and professionals to navigate the complexities of partnership law effectively.
 

 QuestionAnswer Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a partnership under the
Partnership Act? A partnership has a separate legal identity from its partners. According to the
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Partnership Act, what is the minimum number of partners required to form a partnership? Two
partners. Under the Partnership Act, profits are shared among partners based on: The partnership
agreement or, in absence, equally among partners. Which of the following is a necessary element to
establish a partnership? An agreement between two or more persons to carry on a business
together. The Partnership Act requires that a partnership deed be: In writing, though it can be oral
as well. Which of the following is true about a partner's liability under the Partnership Act? Partners
are jointly and severally liable for the debts of the partnership. Under the Partnership Act, how is a
partnership dissolved? By mutual agreement, expiry of term, or any other grounds specified in the
partnership deed. What is the main purpose of the Partnership Act? To regulate the rights, duties,
and liabilities of partners in a partnership. Can a minor be a partner under the Partnership Act? No,
minors are generally not capable of being partners unless they gain ratification upon reaching
majority. Which of the following best describes 'profit sharing' in a partnership? Distribution of profits
is agreed upon by partners and is a key component of partnership agreements. 
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